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RESULT

Comparison between Shimokawa and Hita Model Woody Biomass Project

INTRODUCTION

The implementation of the government-sponsored ‘woody biomass’
project in Shimokawa will not be profitable after the government Subjects Shimokawa
support ends whereas the privately-invested biomass power plants in

Hita will continue to give profit for about two decades. Shimokawa roral Volume of wood) 130011 +6.078
and Hita are two areas with abundant forest resources. Shimokawa (est. per year in ton)
economy relies on agriculture, forestry and mining, but after the Wosdy Blomass|o et - Bower slami
closure of mining activity, the population decreased and aged resulting I > Bldnieee] > IFeliat praelicier
in labour shortage. Shimokawa has developed ‘Forest Future City’ Type of budget to utilize | Government support | Private investment
e eie o . woody biomass (MOEJ and local
initiative approach to resolve the twin problems. The forest has covernment)
become the main resource for wood and energy especially in the use Impact to community Sirect et
of woody biomass for heating (Nakano, 2012). But the community’s use Community participation | Necessary Not necessary
of renewable energy cannot be economically profitable as this activity FIT on renewable energy | Not implied moied
is supported by local and central government budget and no energy
Energy logging Will be applied (growing willow | Not Apply

can be sold from this activity to get revenue. The community benefits ]
directly in the supply of heating to community facilities and the
opportunity to take a role in the project (Rogers et al., 2008; 2012). In
contrast, Hita in Kyushu has separated woody biomass from municipal
waste biomass management and uses private investment with no
benefit accruing to the community in this project. Both utilize woody
biomass to the maximum--99% in the case of Shimokawa and 96% in

Shimokawa Model in Forest Future City Initiative

case of Hita (Yamamoto et.al., 2013). This study is aimed to analyse =0 | oty .

. . . ot y comprehensive
woody biomass energy development model of Shimokawa and Hita. = el forest ndustry)
The result will be useful as reference for other area experiences - Tl

(total energy aging

similar problems. In Japan itself, some areas with woody biomass independen) Qualiy Life socety
potency, such as Fujiyoshida city in Yamanashi prefecture, considers to :
develop forest-based energy.
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Extraction of  Shimokawa model for woody biomass project emphasizes on sustainability
significant .

features of of the community.

e e * Hita separates the management of woody biomass from other biomass

resource available. Private investment in Oita Wood Power optimizes wood
waste utilization.

Literature searches on administrative documents.
- Shimokawa Forest Future City Initiative
- Shimokawa Biomass Town Plan REFERENCES
- Hita Biomass Town Plan
* Field survey on project site.
- Ichinohashi district bio-village, Shimokawa
- Hita Wood Power
* In-depth interview with stakeholders involve: department/section
responsible in the local governments, person in charge of the project,
community representative
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